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August 13th 2015
Dear Class of 2017,
Welcome to your junior year. I’m very excited to get to know you and teach you this year. This is my sixth year here at Cooper, and I’m beginning my thirteenth year of teaching. Before Cooper, I taught at Holmes High School. I love teaching here and I really like teaching juniors. Junior year is challenging in the aspect that you have the ACT, several EOCs, and the On Demand test to worry about. It is nice though because by junior year most of you have matured past your freshman ways, and you usually don’t begin developing senioritis until around spring break. Personally, I think junior year is the most important year, but I’m a little biased since I only teach juniors. 
In hopes that we can get to know each other a little better, I thought I’d write you a letter about myself and would ask you to write me a letter in return. This allows me to get to know you and your writing abilities. Some of you may think you know me by reputation. I may have had one of your older brothers or sisters or one of your friends in my class. Let me say, trust me, I know you are nothing like your older brother or sister and won’t compare you. My younger brother and I are nothing alike.  For the most part, I used to pretend like we weren’t related in high school.  Some of you may recognize me from the hall or the blood drive (This year the blood drives will be October 16th, January 22nd and March 18th. One donation saves three lives!  You can get community service hours, and if you donate 4 times you get red cords for graduation). 
I am a bionic woman now.  January of 2013 I had spinal fusion surgery.  I have two titanium rods and six screws in my back, but I am all healed up, so you get a happier, pain free Brummett. 
There are some things students inevitably ask me every year so we might as well get them out of the way. I grew up in Newport, KY in a small apartment (in the not so great part of the city) with my younger brother and my parents. I worked to pay my way through high school at Newport Central Catholic. So, no, even though I’m 6 foot 1 (now you don’t have to ask) I did not play basketball or volleyball in high school. I worked! This means I have a greater appreciation for education than most people, and it annoys me when people waste their time and intelligence. After high school I attended college at NKU, even though I always wanted to go to Georgetown. Why NKU? Because they offered me a full scholarship for my undergrad, which made Georgetown a little out of my price range when compared to almost free. I worked my way through four years of undergrad and began teaching at Holmes. While I was teaching I completed my masters’ degree -- all to become the English teacher you see before you today. 

What do you need to know about me as a teacher? I LOVE TEACHING. I love and respect my students, so don’t lose or abuse my trust. How about some adjectives (words that describe nouns) to describe me? (I bet you didn’t think you’d get a grammar lesson while reading my letter. Tricky huh?) I am loud, sarcastic, compassionate, honest, fun loving and funny (or at least I think so). You may come up with some other adjectives to describe me throughout the year…please refrain from sharing them with me. 

I married my high school sweetheart, which is a lot more romantic than it actually sounds. We just celebrated our twelve year wedding anniversary. We have two little girls; Mackenzie is eight and will be entertaining 3rd grade at Longbranch. My baby Dakota is five and will be attending Kindergarten this year. 
Ummm what else? Likes…reading (hello, I am an English teacher), drawing, painting, and scrapbooking. Favorite foods: Italian, sea food, chocolate (okay, let’s be serious- ALL sweets). Really, I just love food. Dislikes…watermelon and cats. A weird combination I know. Sorry, but they both send me into a severe allergic reaction; it’s really not worth trying to like either of them. 

Something you should know, I make it a point to ignore anything I have heard about you in hopes that you look at this year as exactly what it is, a chance to start over. I don’t know if you are the class clown, the straight A student, or the kid who snores everyday and drools all over his papers. I prefer to think that if you were already a good student who behaved you will continue to do so, and if you used to be a slacker then you have junior and senior year to turn your GPA around. So let’s get started!! You are considered an upperclassman now, and I expect you to act like one. If you have always been a good student and upstanding citizen, keep up the good work. If you are the class clown, know I like to laugh just as much as the next guy, but there is a point when it is time to crack down and get to work. If you are given the if-you-don’t-stop-right-now-something-bad-is-going-to-happen look I expect you to knock it off and get back to work. I’m eccentric and enjoy laughing and having fun, but there is a time for that, just as there is a time to get serious. A grumpy Brummett does not make for a happy class.

Now, since I’ve introduced myself to you, I’m anxiously awaiting a reply from each of you. Your assignment is to write back to me. Tell me about yourself. What are some expectations you have for this year? What are you good at or bad at? What do I need to know about you? Likes and dislikes. What do you do with your time outside of school (keep it clean). Let your letter show me who you really are. 

Looking forward to a great year together,
                                                                             Mrs. Brummett

